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SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


WALPOLE, N. H. 
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HIGH SCHOOL REHPORT, 


— INCLUDING ALSO, — 


REPORT OF TOWN LIBRARY, 1872-73. 


BELLOWS FALLS, VT.: 
PRINTED AT THE TIMES JOB OFFICE, 
NESE Ee) ale 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN OF WALPOLE, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 1873. 


eee ee 


VALUATION OF THE ‘TOWN. 


Real estate, value, $777,687 00 
No. of polls 450, value, : 45,000 00 
‘No. of horses, 554, “ | 46,817 00 
No. of cattle, 1310, “ 48,736 00 
No. of sheep, 7,734 “ 27,442 00 
Carriages, * 1,845 00 
Mills, : 4,250 00 
Bank Stock, it 36,600 00 
‘Money, 7 60,620 06 
Stock in trade, 17,150 00 
Toll bridge, ¢ i 9,000 00 

Total, | 1,075,127 00 

Exemptions, 8,588 00 


$10,66,539 00 


REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER, FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING MARCH 1, 1873. 


RECEIPTS, 


Cash on hand March 1. 1872. $283 84 
County, from paupers, 7 ~- 3824 72 
Coupons from State Bonds, 756 00 
Cash from State, 50 00 
Cash from State Bonds sold, 1000 00 
Cash from State Savings Bank Tax, 439 60 


Cash from State R. R. Tax, 530 14 
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Cash from State Literary Fund, 


139 30 

Cash from Keene National Bank, for note, 600 00 

Cash on account of Cemetery, 40 00 

Cash from C. Fisher interest on overdue taxes, 223 83 

Cash from C. Fisher, Collector of ‘Tax, 17,625 52 

Due Treasurer, 151 69 

22,164 64 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid Keene National Bank for note, 1500 00 
“ County tax, 2224 32 
“noptate  * 2430 00 
* Orders, 16,010 32 

$22,164 64 


B. F. ALDRICH, Town Treasurer. 


eed 


The amount of orders given during the year were 15402,20 
which were disbnrsed as follows : 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


JOHN BUNDY. 


Rebecca M. Rafferty, — $50 54 
Abel P. Richardson, 1 00 
Edwin K. Seabury, 64 87 
Rebecca M. Rafferty, 10 00 


Clarence E. Watkins, 


MRS. STARKWEATHER. 


27 69—$154 10 


Jerome Lebourveau, $12 90 
Abel P. Richardson, 1 25 
George B. Williams, P25 
Alonzo Jennings, 10 66 
Clarence E. Watkins, 19 06 


Charles C. Davis, 75 


Frederick Lebourveau, 2 50 
Ransom L. Ball, 10 85 
Oliver Hall, 6 42 
Frederick Watkins, 9 380 
George H. Holden and brother, 6 03 
| Clement 8. Dickey, 87 31 
RB. L. Ball, 5 10 
_ George H. Holden, 19 29—$210 67 
| MRS. CHARLES HINDS. 
_ Abel P. Richardson, $28 25— $28 25 
| WILLIAM BELLOWS CHILDREN, 
Mrs. Mary Hooper, : $112 00—$112 00 
| FREDERICK KRAETZER,. 
| Mrs. Mary Newton, . $538 14— $53 14 
) MRS. HEFFLON. 
Franklin D. Reed, $125 00 
“Franklin D. Reed, 50 00—$175 00 
| , CHARLES TITUS. 
_ Frederick A. Wier, $100 00 
_ Frederick A. Wier, 78 00 
| Edwin K. Seabury, 20 20 
"Alfred Watkins, | 8 42—$206 62 
ALLEN BUNDY. 
Daniel N. Brown, 16 50— $16 50 
) $956 28 
COUNTY PAUPERS. 
_ Am’t of orders drawn for County Paupers, $363 75 
_ Bills presented April and Oct. terms, $332 97 
_ Allowed, 324 72 


Expense of County Paupers 1872, $8 25 
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HIGHWAYS. | 


Joseph Bunting, 

Elmore E. Merriam, 
William B. Mason, 
Patrick Buckley, 

Moses Elliott, 

George H. Foster, 
Thomas J. Pierce, railing, 
Charles Fisher, freight on scraper, 
Audrew Roy, 

John Harty, 

Justin Farr; 

Walter 8. Spaulding, repairing drags and scraper, 
Sherman Watkins, ° 
Joseph Kidder, 

Charles EK. Watkins, 
Alfred Watkins, 

Edwin E. Webster, 
Thomas F. 8. Felch. 
Joseph Bunting, 

George Priest, 

Edwin Guild, 

Nelson C. Smith, 

Wm. Chappel, 

Henry P. Hall, 

Thomas B. Buffum, railing, 
Cornelius Harty, 

John O’Connor, 

Patrick Buckley, 

John Mahogany, 

Peter Reynolds, 

Michael O’Connor, 
Samuel J. Hubbard, 
George Priest, 


E. W. Barker, & Co., repairing scraper and grate, © 


Gardner E. Hall, 
Alfred Watkins, 
Leonard F. Parker, (year 1870), 
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John E. Hodgkins,(year 1870), 
James Comstock, 

Jarvis D. Hines, 

Patrick Murray, 

Henry E. Putnam, 

James Dislawn, 

Wm. Arnold, Jr., 

Henry F. Lawrence, stone, 

R. S. Blanchard, 

W.S. Murphy, 

Cornelius Harty, 

Jarvis Fletcher, 

Stansbury Dunsmore, 

Josiah H. Jenninson, 

Ephriam W. Barker, 

A. K. Adams, 

Stephen Cory, 

Cheshre R. R. freight on scraper, 
John C. Brown, 


eee ee 


BREAKING ROADS. 


Stephen Corey, 
Charles Gates. 

Geo. H. Hodskins, 
Elmore E. Merriam, 
William B. Mason, 
Geo. F. Burt, 
‘Moses Elliott, 

‘Geo. H. Foster, 
‘Haskell C. Town, 
Andrew Roy, 
‘Justin Farr, 
‘Sherman Watkins, 
Gustavus Heath, 
Elmore E. Merriam, 
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Lewis Dickey, 
Joseph Kidder, 
Chas. E. Watkins, 
Alfred Watkins, 
Edwin E. Webster, 
Edwin Guild, 
Nelson C. Smith, 
John W. Taggard, 
Elias W. Knowlton, 
Joseph Fisher, 
Gardner E. Hall, 
Geo. Jennings, 
Haskell C. Towne, 
John O’Connor, 
Albert C. Dickey, 
Nehemiah Royce, 
Wm. Arnold, Jr., 
Wm. Chappel, 
Samuel Royce, 
Loren Genzer, 


Moses Elliott, 
Eben Burr, 

Edwin E. Webster, 
Stillman Slade, 


Sherman Watkins, - 


John W. Taggard, 
Oliver Hall, 
Frederick Watkins, 
Wm. Arnold, Jr., 


Preston Titus, 


Ephraim W. Barker, 


L. Ellis & Co., 


er eeotares 


BRIDGES. 
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Walpole and Westminster Bridge, 33 92 


Cyrus Royce, 17 083 
N. Royce, 30 00 
H. W. Brown, 50 
Charles Fisher,—Plank, 18 09 

$592 23 


Hee 


TOWN LIBRARY. 


Louisa A. Pierce, (care of library and room rent,) $50 00 
Expenses of Insurance, 40 00 
Appropriation for New Books, 100 00 
Henry A. Hitchcock, repairing steps, nt 2B 

| $190 25 


| REPORT OF CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 


George Priest, raking leaves, $18 00 
‘Walter S. Spaulding, repair of Hearse, 1 00 
a B. seth oan and raking, ) 19 89 


Cash received of H. A. Hitchcock, for lot sold to 


: Alfred Kemp, $20 00 
For lot sold to F. A. George, 20 00 
Now due for leaves and grass, 22 00 

$62 00 


J. B. RUSSELL, 
. H. A. HITCHCOCK, + Committee. 
J. W.. LOVEJOY. 
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TOWN HOUSE. 


Norcross, Mellin & Co., lamps, $25 00° 
C. R. R. freight, on 7 50 
Joseph Smith, irons for bell, 4 25 
Chas. C. Davis, paints for cupola and blinds, 20 277 
J. D. Hinds, | 4 00 
Geo. W. Cowdry, 3 00 
Clarence E. Watkins, 2 45 
E. W. Barker, 4 80 
Edwin K. Seabury, ie 3 88 
L. U. Holt, | 12 7% 
H. W. Brown, 13 80 
B. F. A'drich, insurance assessment, 47 256 

$141 94 


ooo 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Damage from insufficency of highway, Arnold, Jennings 


and Hall, | $33 33 
Village Precinct, 360 00 
Spencer & Co., 3 ox shovels, 25 00 
J. C, Fletcher, land for highway, 20 00 
L. U. Holt, ringing and tolling town bell, 1871-2, 25 00 
A. N. Swain, printing town report 57 50 
G. H. Tilden & Co,, stationery, 4 25 
Wheeler & Faulkner, Att’ys, 100 00 
W.S. Myers, 2 00 
J. G. Bellows, “4 27 00 
A. P. Richardson, record of deaths and births, 6 50 
George A. Blake, “ da s 4 3 25 
Police, 22 00 
Frederick Watkins, team, 19 00 
N. Royce a 12 00 
Charles Fisher, ¥ 30 00 


Charles Fisher, railroad fare, revenue and postage stamps, 
and expense in looking after town paupers, | 24 50 
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For support of schools, 3940 90 
*« New school house in district No. 12, 802 50 
“Repairs on school house in district No, 2, 100 00 
- OR ian “ _ 4, 20 00 

Mary D. Faxton interest on note, 54 00 

Lewis Thompson ‘“ Baio: 42 00 


B. F. Aldrich interest on bonds, notes and bonds paid, 5578 35 


$11309 08 


SHEEP KILLED RY DOGS. 
| Damage Claimed Allowed 
Charles H. Graves, $10 00 $8 52 


Allen M. Wilder, 20 00 17 03 
Joseph Kidder, 17 00 14 48 
Joshua C. Quinton, 5 00 4 26 
‘Charles E. Watkins, 40 00 34 06 
John W. Taggard, 14 00 11 92 
\Wm. H. Scovell, 10 00 8 52 


: Alpheus Clark, : 12 00 10 21 


$128 00 $109 00 
Amount of tax on dogs, 109 00 


| 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


‘Wm. Farnhaw’s estate, $7 17 
A. P. Howland’s “ Pape tae: 
‘Levi H. Foster, 3 50 
‘Edward M. Holland, 40 82 
Joshua B. Clark, 89 07 
Geo. H. Foster, 8 75 
Charles Fisher, Collector, 62 32 


$190 04 


12 
TOWN OFFICERS. : 
Charles Fisher, $182 50 


Frederick Watkins, Selectmen, 130 00 
N. Royce, 116 25° 
Abel P. Richardson, T. C., 50 og 
Abel P. Richardson, 55 0 
George Aldrich, Sup’r school committee, 45 00 
George A. Blake, 35 00° 
Charles Fisher, Collector, 100 00 
Benj. F. Aldrich, Treasurer, 25 00 
$738 75 


The undersigned, committee chosen to settle with the Select- 
men and Treasurer have examined their accounts and find them 


well vouched and correctly cast. | 
J. W. Bort, | 


| 
A. W. BURT, Auditors. 
A. F. MAYNARD, | 


ih 
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TOWN DEBT. i 

Bonds due, : $30300 00: 
Tnterest on same, 303 00 
Notes due, 3600 00 
Interest on notes, 137 00 
Unpaid bills, town officers and other bills, 1651 69 
Floating orders, 303 14 
$36284 83 

ASSETS, ii 

Taxes of 1869 uncollected, $40 17 f 
«© 1870, 1871 and 1872, 8345 21 t 
Amount due from county, 125 00 4 
Amount due from state bonds, 11600 00 i 
Interest due on state bonds, 116 00—$20,226 35 


Prudent indebtedness of town, $16,058 4 
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ESTIMATES FOR 1878. ae 
- Town paupers, $900 60 


County “ 50 00 
Highways and bridges, aside from highway bills, 1000 00 
Town officers and contingent expenses, 1500 00 
Interest on debt, 1400 00 
School amount required by law, aside from literary 
fund, 2835 00 
State tax, 4782 00 
County tax, 2143 83 
Bonds due, 3000 00 
Library, 100 00 
$17,710 83 


All of which is respectfully submitted, by 


CHARLES FISHER, Selectmen 
FREDERICK WATKINS, of 
NEHEMIAH ROYCE, Walpole. 


At eee 


Amount of Interest Paid Collector Since December lst. Print- 
ed in Accordance with Vote of the Town. 


Arnold, William Jr. $ 64 
Bundy, Geo. estate, 48 
Bates, Silas M. — 36 
Blanchard, W. T. 05 
Blanchard, Mrs. Polly 1 72 
Brown, J. C. 21 
Britton, Maj. J. - 1 31 
Burr, Eben 1 69 
Burt, Alfred W. i Fas Bk 
Burt, J. H, & Co. 06 
Buss, Stillman ; 18 
Carpenter, Albert 08 
Clark, Joshua B. ~ 2 80 
Cobb, Sam’! D. 21 
Clement, B. F. 03 
Davis, Marshall A. 33 


Drew, F. G. estate | 33 


Dodge, Gardner 
Dinsmore, Thomas 
Floyd, Eliza 
Foster, Geo. H. 
Foster, Henry T. 
Foster, Caleb 
Grant, Willard 
Graves, William C. 
Graves, Rebecca 
Guild, William W. 
Hall, Henry P. 
Hall, Oliver 
Hooper, Charles 
Hooper, John 
Hooper, James 
Howe, Lucius-S. 
Hodskins, John EF, 
Houghton, H. E. 
Houghton, J. L. 
Houghton, Mrs. Phebe 
Jennings, George 
Joslyn, George 
Kidder, Joseph 
Lathrop, Hope 


Leonard, Harrington’s estate, 


Mason, W. P. 

March, J.S. 

Marsh, Daniel’s estate, 
Nims, A. F. 
Parsonage, Unitarian 
Roy, Andrew 

Roy, James 

Ross, Levi A. 

Rust, Geo. estate 
Shaw, Horace 
Thompson, Adaline 
Tiffaney, S. Johnson 
Watkins, O. H. P. 
Watkins, Hiram 
Webster, Benjamin E. 
Whitney, Lewis F. 
Wright, Moses 
Willson, G. W. 
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SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


rt 


The following is a special, general eend statistical report of the 
School Committee for the Town, ending March 1873, to which is 
added the High School and Library reports. 


REPORT OF THE 


The amount of money appropriated for schooling the pust year, 
was $3,340.90 from the tollowing sources: By vote of the Town 


$3,000, “ dog tax” $197.50 ; 


“ Literary Fund” $143.40. District 


No. 1, special tax $500. Distributed to the different districts in 
the following manner : 
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Names of Teachers, 


C. R. Crowell, 
Mary E. Vilas, 


Emily D Huntley. 


Mary E. Rust, 
Ella L. Rust, 
Geo. W 


Nellie M. Atwood, 


Juliette Chap ell, 


Addie B. Smith, 


. Marston,, 
Juliette per eke 


Emilie D. Huntly, 


L. F. Hayward, 
Martha Church, 

. C. Crowell, 
Lottie V. Crosby, 


Jennie M. Merriam. 


Clara J. Graves, 


John L. Houghton, 


Mary E. Britton, 
Geo. W. 


Goodsoe, 


j 


Emily M. Greene, 


Grace R. Royce, 
Mary P. Jefts, 


Mary A. Rawson, 


Emily M. Greene, } 


j 


Residence. 


Walpole, N. H. 
Alstead, N. H. 


Walpole, N. H. 


Washington, N. H. 


Walpole, N 
Alstead, N. H. « 
Walpole, N. H. 


Templeton, Mass. 


Alstead, N. H. 


Hanover, N. H. 


Walpole, N. H. 


Westminster, Vt. 


Surry, N. H. 
Walpole, N. i. 
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SPECIAL REPORT. 


District No, 2.—This district must wear the “ leather medal” 
for the poorest average attendance in town, during the summer, 
it was only 57 per cent. We can’t expect anything more from 
this district until the parents are willing to allow their children 
to go to school regardless of picking strawberries, whortleberries 
or any other kind af a berry. Remember that your children are 
young, but they grow older every day and itis your duty as well 
as privilege to give them every advantage afforded by our system 
of education. The summer school was taught by Miss JuLIETTE 
CHAPPELL, who labored under great inconvenience and embar- 
rassment, because the scholars did not attend promptly and 
and punctually. The winter term of this school was in some 
respects unfortunate, Mr. Gro. W. Marston presented himself 
as a eandidate and was examined. We have never examined a 
brighter scholar, but he failed, he lacked that dignity of charac- 
ter necessary to govern aschool like this, and we were obliged to 
ask him to quit, an unpleasant task, but we did it, and Mr. Mc- 
INTIRE was employed to finish the school, which he did to the 
full satisfaction of your committee and all the district. This dis- 
trict is peculiar, it is made up of crude material, brimful of fun 
and frolic, not vicious, but too playful for work. They wanta 
strong arm and firm hand to direct and control them ; in fine, a 
mind that comprehends the situation, and is able to fill it. 


District No. 3.—There have been three terms of school in 
this district, taught by two different teachers. Miss Nenire M. At- 
Woop, teaching during the summer and winter terms, and Miss 
JULIETTE CHAPPELL, during the fall. The only reason why 
thesé schools were not entirely successful, was found in the abrupt 
termination of the winter term, on account of an alarm occasion- 
ed by the small pox excitement. Both these teachers were high- 
ly respected and esteemed for the faithful performance of their 
duties. 


District No, 4.—This district has, as usual, enjoyed three 
terms of school. Three different teachers were employed. Miss, 
AppIi£ B. Smrrx exhibited her usual enthusiasm in conducting 
the first term of this school through a successful course and to a 
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: pleasant termination. We wish this teacher much success in her 
present aad more responsible situation in a Boston school. 
_ Her successor in the fall term was also found possessed of just 
_the right material for an excellent teacher. Miss Huntiey be- 
longs to that class of teachers who do themselves and the town 
much honor in elevating our schools to a desirable standard. 
The winter school was larye and interesting, and was instructed 
by Mr. L. F. Haywarp, a student from the New London 
School. When visited at the commencement, promptness and 
good order were found, and, in fact all the essential characteris- 
tics of a prosperous school, —a bright teacher ; a good school. 


_ Disrricr No. 5.-—In this district there was no winter school, 
the money being all expended in the summer and fall terms. It 
might be wisdom on the part of some other district, where the 
scholars are small and the numbers few, to adopt the same plan, 
‘as it is a saving of fuel and trouble to the parents to get their 
little ones to and from school during a cold winter, like the pres- 
ent. 

Miss MarruHa CuurcH had the school under her care, sum- 
mer and autumn, and is the only person who has reigned without 
the rod, in this district for several consecutive terms. Miss 
Church is a tried and faithful teacher and the time of her com- 
mencing teaching, dates away back in the “ dim distance,” where 
the memory of man becomes treacherous, having previously 
taught 165 months. The general appearance of the school, at 
our several visits, impressed us favorably, and it is presumed, 
she gives general satisfaction to all interested, as she is the teach- 
er in this district from 1e:m to term. ‘The little ones seemed 
much attached to her, and regard her as the source of intellec- 
tual food. We saw nothing with which to find fault, but on the 

contrary, much to commend. As aspecialty, the recitations in 
geography were more than ordinary. The little ones seemed to 
take much pride and pleasure in answering promptly and for 
pupils so young, understandingly. 

District No. 6.—All the school money of this district was’ 
expended in one long winter term. The progress made by the 
pupils was very marked. The teacher, Mr. Homer C. Crowe t, 
possesses the requisite qualifications for a large and more difficult 
school ; and this district may well rejoice in having its pupils un- 
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der so accomplished a teacher, though it be but for one term in 
a year. : 

District No. 7.—Riding up on * Derry Hill” last summer, 
with a party from New York, we chanced to drop in and see this 
school. It was taught by Miss Lorrre V. Crossy of Surry, her 
demeanor and her conduct in the school won our approbation. 
This school seems to be composed of children from two families, 
—Dinsmore and Marsh,—in all nine scholars. The wages of 
this teacher average $25.00 per month. Relative to consolidation 
of districts. Judge ye! 


Disrraicr No. 8.—This school bas been under the instruction 
of Miss Jenntr M. Merriam, who improves every year. This 
school is small and not made up of fools. Ii is necessary for a 
teacher to be fully alive to the responsibilities of their station to 
fulfil every expectation in this distriet. It isso far removed from 
the centre of our town we have been unable to visit it as often as 
we desired, but trust that next year it will receive the attention it 
merits. 

District No. 9.—We believe this district has enjoyed three 
terms of uninterrupted prosperity the past school year, of about 
twenty-four weeks in the aggregate. 

Miss CLARA J. GRAVES taught the summer and fall terms 
successfully. This, we think, was her first attempt in her native 
town. It was also in the district where she was born and brought 
up, proving an exception to the saying, “that a person cannot 
teach successfully in the district where one has been educated.” 


At all times when we visted the school, good order seemed to 
prevail. The recitations generally were good. One of her pu- 
pils seemed to possess more than an ordinary understanding of the 
principles of arithmetic. Considerable attention was given to drill — 
in penmanship, and acommendable degree of progress was made 
by nost of her pupils. 

Mr. Joun L. Houcuton taught the winter term. Mr. Hough- 
ton has taught so much in town, that his reputation is known, and 
any thing that might be said in this report would not augment or 
diminish his standing as a teacher. To say he has sustained hig 
former reputation is sufficient. 


We cannot refrain from hinting that the school room, in this 
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district, is not just in keeping with the taste and progress of the 
nineteenth century. A few dollars, judiciously expended, would 
make the room look more inviting and agreeable. Children, in 
a measure, cultivate taste from their surroundings. Hence the 
propriety of making those surroundings pleasant. 


Disrrict No. 10.—Miss Mary E. Brrrron satisfied all the de- 
mands of this school in its summer session, by the faithful dis- 
charge of her duties. In recording this fact, we deem further 
particulars unnecessary in this report. 

A Dartmouth Student, Mr Gro. W. Goopsor, had the man- 
agement of the school in the winter. There are some excellent 
scholars found here, who require good qualifications in their 
instrucior. The proper classification of this school was found 
somewhat difficult, among the multiplicity of text books 
found at the beginning of the term, but was judiciously managed 
by the teacher. 

As usual, in this district, there was more or less collision be- 
tween parents and teacher,—one too obstinate and persistent, the 
other too young and consequential. 

Disrricr No. 11.—Miss Mary A. Rawson taught this school 
during the summer, and Miss Emity M. Green during the win- 
ter. There are some good scholars in this district, and the teach- 
er’s qualities are especially referred to under special report of 
district No. 14, and need not be repeated here. We dislike to 
say too many good things in too many places. We love to com- 
mend—we hate to censure, but it is our duty to do both. 

Disrricr No. 12.—One of your committee suffered last year 
on account of his report of this district. We have to say now 
that the 2 ather medal awarded to you last year has been passed 
up to No. 2., that district gives us the poorest average attendance, 
We have to congratulate this district in the possession of a new 
school-house, pleasantly located, well built, high studded, and 
thoroughly furnished, if children can’t learn there, they had bet- 
ter stop ina snow drift. Miss Roycr has taught in this district 
the past year and has given satisfaction so far as we have been 
able to learn. We most hartily wish that teachers would not 
confine themselves so exclusively to text-books, that they could 
lead the minds of their pupils into broader fields of thought. 
Stimulute them to think, by giving them questions they never 
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dreamed of, questions not subtle, but such as elicit thought, this 
is the teacher's province, the teacher’s duty. I hate tosee teach- 
ers cling to a text-book, as though they had no resources of their 
own. Your committee were petitioned to locate the new school- 
house in this district, and, we trust the wisdom of their action will 
be more and more appreciated every year. It is always impossi- 
ble to suit every body, the greatest good to the greatest number 
must control the action of public servants. 

Disrricr No. 18.—This district very wisely voted not to have 
any summer school, but save their money for a winter school of 
fourteen weeks duration. 

The Prudential Committee was fortunate in securing the ser- 
vices of Miss Mary P. Jerrs of Langdon, as teacher; a lady 
well educated, ladylike in her deportment and possessing a strong 
will and good common sense ; the last qualification being’ one of 
the most essential possessions for the vocation of teachers. 

Miss Jefts, had a good reputation in town, as a foundation, hav- 
ing taught several terms previously and we think she has 
lost nothing by her efforts the past winter. We visited her school — 
some two weeks before its close, unexpected to her, and found the 
school room tidy and the school orderly. 

In the examination of some of the pupils, we found them better 
drilled than on any former visit. Some examples were given the 
pupils in arithmetic calculated to bring out principles, which they 
seemed readily tocomprehend. Miss Jefts never seeks to make a 
display of the attainments of her pupils, being willing they should — 
stand or fall on their own merits or demerits, This feature in a 
teacher is much to be admired. Miss Jefits well merits, and we 
think she has the good will of all persons interested in this dis- 
trict in the-eause of education. 


Disraicr No. 14.—-July 10th, visited this school at its close, 
Miss Emrry M. Green, teacher. Miss Green has taught sey- 
eral terms in this town, and in several different districts, in the 
past few years ; but never with better success than this summer, 
She went somewhat out of the general routine of teaching and 
taught her pupils things of every day occurrence not found in 
the text books. The correction of bad grammar by her young ~ 
pupils, who had never seen the inside of a grammar, was one of 
the points noticed. They were questioned in many ungrammat- 
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ical expressions of every day occurrence, and they all seemed 
ready to answer avd correctly too. It wouid be well if every 
teacher would just step out of the beaten path and see if they 
would not succeed better in creating an interest among their 
pupils. There are many ways of obtaining knowledge. Some 
pupils will learn one way more readily than another, and it is 


the teachers duty to find the best way. 


Miss Mary A. Rawson, taught the fall and winter terms, 
closing her last term Jan. 24th. The fali term was character- 
ized by good order, good attendance and by having been well 


taught. There was no whispering during the entire term, as she 


informed us. Suppressing whispering in school is very impor- 
tant; and the teacher who succeeds in doing it is entitled to 
much credit; for to indulge pupils in this baneful habit, is to un- 
dermine all success. The faces of several bright scholars were 
missed the winter term, but their places were filied by others, who 
were strangers to us, making the number about the’same as in 
the fall school. Whispering was abolished after the first week of 


the winter term. The examination of each term at its close, sat- 


isfied us that the money in this district had been judiciously ex- 
pended. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Your Committee who have served y.u for several years past, 
once more present their report. They are tolerably well ac- 
quainted with the material that makes every district in the town, 
They are acquainted with the peculiar idiosyncracies of every dis- 
trict, which produce harmony in one, discord in another. We 
hold in our mind a grand panoramic view of the whole field—the 
influences that tend to disturb, the good impulses that serve 
to harmonize. We are not going to be severe in our criticisms or 
lavish of praise. Comparing our schools with those in other 
towns of this State and other States we have visited, we have rea- 
son for congratulation. 
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Your Committee have endeavored to elevate the standard of our 
common school, by impressing on the mind of both teacher and 
pulpil, the importance of thoroughness in the study of every sub- 
ject, regardless of paragraphs or pages. Not so much the num- 
ber of pages read and recited, but how understood. In truth, we 
have studied to persuade our teachers and pupils to teach and 
learn principles, rather than facts. 


As the story goes, a foreigner who had been accustomed to 
walled cities with fortresses at every corner, fretted with cannon 
embattled hills, and forts ev erywhere, on visiting this country, 
remarked to a gentleman, “why! you have no forts here!” 
“Sir,” he replied. “ every man in this country is a brick!” and so 
they are, ready to fortify and defend at a moment’s warning, as 
past experience will testify. Our common schools are our brick 
yards—there the bricks are moulded, formed, fashioned and made 
fit for use and strong enough to defy any enemy liable to assail us. 
We must support our common schools with every power of influ- 
ence we can exert. We must learn to banish local prejudices 
and family pride. There is too much of that feeling which 
prompts a person to say “my boy is as good as yours.” The 
truth is, we are all equals and no one claims superiority, save @ 
fool. ‘* Honor and shame from no condition rise—act well your 
part, there all the honor lies,’ is a maxim that some of our peo” 
ple have forgotten. We quote it to refresh their memory. 


We have endeavored within the past few years to impress upon 
the minds of our people by statistics, the importance of the consol- 
idation of our small districts. | We again do so ; !ook at the fig- 
ures that do not lie in district No. 4, where 28 weeks of schooling 
were enjoyed, the tuition for scholar, was $6.72, while in No. 6, 
with one term of 12 weeks, it cost $13.40! per scholar, and the 
cost per scholar by average attendance was twenty dollars lacking 
four cents. Now again let us see about No. 1, as to the cost of 
education there where the schools have a reasonable number of 
scholars. The tuition per scholar costs $8.50 for the 86 weeks 
that are devoted to educational purposes. Contrast the $8.50 
for 36 weeks with $19.96 for 12 weeks! 

We have often endeavored to impress upon the minds of pupils 
the propriety and necessity of learning to read properly, and es- 
pecially with proper emphasis. The following article going 
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the rounds of the press conveys some ideas as forcibly as probab- 
ly we could put them :— 

“Some years ago there was a student at the Theological Semi- 
nary at Andover who had an excellent opinion of his own talents. 
On one occasion he asked the professor who taught elocution at 

the time, “ What do I especially neea to learn in this depart- 
ment?” “You ought first to learn to read,” said the professor. 
“Oh, I can read now,” rep ied the student. The professor hand- 
ed the young man a Testament, and pointed to the twenty-fifth 
| verse of the twenty-fourth chapter of Luke’s gospel, he asked 
| him to read that. The student read: “Then he said unto them, 
_O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken.” “ Ah,” said the professor, “they were fools for believ. 
_ing the prophets, were they?” Of course that was not right, and 
|so the young man tried again. “ O fools and slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets have spoken.’’ “ The prophets then are 
sometimes liars?” asked the professor. “ No, O fools and slow of 
‘heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.” “ According 
to this reading,” the professor suggested, “‘ the prophets were no- 
torious liars.” This was not a satisfactory conclusion, and so an- 
other trial was made. “ O fools and slow of heart to believe all 
the prophets have spoken.” ‘I see now” said the ‘professor, “ the 
prophets wrote the truth, but they spoke lies.”’ This last criti- 
‘cism discouraged the student, and he acknowledged that he did not 
know how to read. The difficulty lies in the fact that the words 
| “slow of heart to believe” applies to the whole of the latter part 


In fine we have to say that yearly our schools are improving. 
|The teachers are maturing, ripening into greater usefulness, the 
‘parents are becoming more considerate and the children more 
appreciative of the privileges they enjoy. Let our common 
‘schools be guarded with jealous care and our rising generation 
will become perfect bricks, beautifully moulded and thoroughly 
| baked. 

: A. P. RICHARDSON, ) Baperintending 
GEO. ALDRICH, School 
GEO. A. BLAKE, J Committee. 
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Table Mo: - Ox L--Summer and Fall Schools, 1872: 
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Average daily attendance, Dist. No. 2, 257%%, No. 3, 14, 11y5 No. 4, 273%, 2 4, No. 5, 1031,, 114, 
No. 7, 84, 744, No. 8, 843, 7,5, ane 9, 172, 1949, No. 10, 1244, No. 11, 163, 
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HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT, No. 1. 


The committee chosen by this District, were Rev. Geo. Dexter, 
Rev. Wm. Dickinson and your humble servant who presents this 
report. Rev. Mr. Dexter skedaddled off to Boston, when he 
might have stopped to make some timely remarks in this report ; 
he has been most faithful in looking after the interests of the 
schools and has made yaluable suggestions. Rev. Wr. Dickinson 


disclaims the honor of being a member of our board of Superin- 


tending Committee because he never took the oath of office. I 
don’t recollect whether I did or not. One thing is sure, I must 
write the report or none will be printed. Happily it is an easy 
task. All the schools, Primary, Intermediate, High have given 
good satisfaction; we have heard no word of complaint. Miss 
Exua Rustin the Primary school has more than fulfilled her 
promise. Misses VitAs and Huntzey in the Intermediate school, 
have proved faithful to their trust, and Mr. Crowe. the princi- 
pal of the High school surpassed any of his previous efforts.— 
The higest object of education is to teach the pupil to think, so 
that their thoughts may Jead on in different pathways to definite 
couclusions, that from day to day they may ascend to a higher 
heaven of invention, and not merely to go without method as 
chickens leave their roost to scatter over the fields, with no guide 
but appetite, to return again to the same old roost at sunset. In 
our remarks we cannot forget that in education there must be 
knowledge as well as culture ; knowledge should be to culture what 
the fruit is to the tree, the whitening harvest to the fertile soil. 

The close of the High school was crowned by the presentation 
of a silver basket, two napkin rings and an autograph album to 
to Mr. Crowell, gifts of the school to their teacher. This act 
shows which way the wind blows! 


GHO, A. BLAKE, 


For the Committee, — 
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REPORT OF TOWN LIBRARY. 


Miss Pierce, our former Librarian, fell in love a few months 
ago and married a Sargent. She surrendered her trust to Mrs. 


Alexander, who refuses to care for the Library after May Ist, © 
proximo. So you see your Library Committee, who are paid © 


nothing for their services, are obliged to look up some other abid- 


ing place fir their books—a nuisance to any one who does not © 
want the care of them—a source of income to any one that will, — 


viz: $50.00 per year. 


Since Miss Pierce became Mrs. Sargent, Miss Wilcox has per- | 
formed most acce;tably the duties of Librarian. We shall be © 
obliged to move the Library tosome other location before May — 
Ist, of which due notice will be given. During the past year we ~ 
have added to our library by purchase, 83 volumes, and 8 vol- 
umes have been presented. We hsve now 1831 volumes. We 
are happy that our library is appreciated, and that by strangers 
it is praised and your committee commended for their judicious — 


selections from the flood of publications that almost overwhelm — 
us, Our circulation the past year, has been 4910 volumes. We 
hope the town will soon be persuaded to appropriate $200.00 in- — 
stead of $100.00 as they do now. It is impossible to fully appre- — 
ciate the beneficial effects of our Town Library. Go where they ~ 


have none and compare the general intelligence of the town with 
this, then judge ye whether our money is judiciously expended, 
and whether the appropriation should not be doubled. We want 
Appleton’s Encyclopedia, but with our present appropriation 
cannot afford to buy it. 
GEO. HUNTINGTON, Committee 
THO’S B. PECK, 


on 
GEO. A. BLAKE, _) Town Library. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES. 


Balance on hand, March 1872, $5 81 

Appropriated by Town, March 1872, 100 00 © 

Fines collected during year 1872, 22 98 © 
$128 79 — 

Paid express, 300 | 

Paid repairing books, 10 50 

Paid 42 volumes new books, Sept. 14, 1872, 49 58 ‘ 


Paid 41 volumes new books, Jan, 15, 1878, 49 00 
Balance on hand, March 1873, 16 71—$128 79 
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New Hampshire State Library 
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